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SPACE IS A VAST AND LARGELY UNCHARTED 
WILDERNESS OF INHOSPITABLE PLANETS, DRIFTING 
DEBRIS AND SHATTERING DISCOVERIES. THIS IS THE 
STORY OF THE CREW OF STARSHIP ULTRA, A TERRAN 
NAVY SURVEY CRAFT. WHILE WARPING ITS WAY BACK 
TO A BASE ALONG A LITTLE-USED STAR ROUTE, ITS 
SCREENS PICKED UP SOMETHING UNUSUAL . . . 
UNIDENTIFIED . . . AND UNBELIEVABLE. 





|THE DATE WAS JUNE 20h, 2204 AND THE STARSHIP ULTRA HAD COMPLETED A SURVEY 

MISSION DEEP IN PREVIOUSLY UNCHARTED SPACE. ON BOARD, CAPTAIN JERRY LANG AND: 

HIS CREW WERE LOOKING FORWARD TO THEIR ARRIVAL. AT SPACEBASE 5, WHEN THE 
AUTOSCAN SOUNDED A WARNING... ji 





SKIPPER! TAKE A LOOK 
TTHIS _ 042071 





SEARCH ME, SKIPPER, 8! 
זו‎ COULD BE QUITE A 


YES, | SUPPOSE 
ON SPACEBASE 5 WO! 





BRING זו‎ ABOARD. PUT IT 
IN THE QUARANTINE BAY. 


CREWMAN RYAN, SUIT UP AND 
MEET ME IN LOADING BAY C 


P 


пази 
га XA 


Ñ 
>» 
7 בי‎ SEE 
CAN Ὁ ЕЕЕ, 
IT LOOKS EVIL EVEN THOUGH I 
Y IT'S JUST A STATUE. 7 


ANN 


x 
YES, І KNOW WHAT 
YOU MEAN, RYAN 





‘CAREFULLY THEY ATTACHED VACUUM AND SLOWLY Т 
PADS 0 Й е WINCHED IN 





IN THE QUARANTINE ВА 
DOCTOR DOUGLAS y 
PROGRAMMED A SERIES OF 


ҮП PROGRAMME THE 


{22 ANALYSIS COMPUTERS. 


DOCTOR DOUGLAS WAS COMPLETELY UNAWARE OF 
ANYTHING OTHER THAN THE TASK IN HAND... 








ЕАТН MADE HIM TURN 一 





[WHEN HAMMER ARRIVED, DOCTOR DOUGLAS WAS DEAD 一 


DEAD... BUT HOW סוס‎ 
IT HAPPEN? ja ΒΒ 


SECURING BOLTS OF THAT 
ЧЕТ MUST HAVE 
WARP-VIBRATION, 














ΤΗΕ EARTHMEN SUSPECT 
NOTHING. NOW TO FIND OUT ALL 





THE SECURITY DOOR WAS NO PROBLEM. 


[72 


πι 


4 


IN THE CORRIDOR, TECH 
THE ALIEN TAPPED INTO THE SHIP 5 DATABANK HEADING FQ OR, тесі 
AND EXTRACTED INFORMATION, 

I» RS 


WATCH. 


SINCLAIR WAS 
FOR BED AFTER A LONG 





Ї К A 


С 
₪ / 
"e 


A 


лапата 


fF. 





BUT THE CREATURE REVERTED ТО ITS STATUE-LIKE STATE — 


Ñ. ` 6 " 474 


IT'S DEFLECTING 
THE BOLTS, 














SOON THIS SHIP 


(WILL BE MINE! 7 


> σε 
HY WAS HE IN THE SERVICE SH 
WHY DIDN T HE USE THE FLOATE! 
15 HIS BLASTER EMPTY? 





may გნ WRONG, BUT THAT‏ א 
STATUE HAS TO HAVE‏ 
SOMETHING TO DO WITH‏ 
OUR TWO" ACCIDENTS! |‏ $ 


SKIP, THE ARMOURY HAS BEEN 
BROKEN INTO . . . OH, JUPE 





BUT HERTZ'S LASER BLAST BOUNCED OFF THE STATUE AS IT CHANGED TO ITS ORIGINAL 
FORM. ONCE HERTZ HAD TO RELOAD — 


YOU FOOL, EARTHMAN! წე”: 


THIS CREATURE'S ABILITY TO TURN 
ТОМЕ " MUST BE A DEFENCE MECHANISM. 





БЭР” ORDER THE REST OF T 
TO THE BRIDGE, CA 


THE REST OF THE CREW REACH 
Из 


ს Р 
> 
Gin? 
(HATS UP. SKIPPER?) | 
Ж 


₪ 


1Р 





DJE U - 
VARS 


THE SHIP IS NOW UNDER MY COMMAND. JA 


SET THIS COURSE, CAPTAIN: VECTOR ў 
0876TY890. MAXIMUM SPEED. ZZ 











PATH, EARTHMAN — 
FOR A REASON THAT 
WILLNOT CONCERN. 





WE HAVE LITTLE METAL CM OUR PLANET, STANAZ 
THEREFORE THE ABILITY TO MANUFACTURE 
FASTER THAN LIGHT MOTORS DOES NOT EXIST. 
WE MUST LIE IN SPACE UNTIL SOME 

UNSUSPECTING FTL CRAFT PICKS US UP , THE 
REST YOU KNOW. IN A SHORT TIME WE SHALL 

HAVE ENOUGH CRAFT TO EXPAND TO OUR FULL 

Бед POTENTIAL Jay ₪ 








HAT DO YOU 
(ANT WITH US? 





SHOWER. OUR FASTER THAN LIGHT DRIVE IS 
BEYOND REPAIR... HENCE, WE REQUIRE YOURS! 








ΤΗΕ WORK WAS STRENGTH SAPPING 


(II THE ATMOSPHERE'S FOUL, MY LUNGS Bg 
Қ ARE ACHING 





aoe КҮ Т 





LATER, AS JERRY AND BEN USED A NUCLEAR WELDING TORCH — 


WHAT ARE YOU 2 
GOING ΤΟ 002 1 





ARVE TWO BLASTERS. 
d 2 23 


22222 








7 / p 
[COULD NOT DEFLECT THEIR OWN BLASTERS. V98% МА 








| HELLER, NIXON, COME ОМ! 
WE'RE GETTING OUT OF HERE! 


typ? 


2 Ź/ THE EARTHMENI STOP 
THEM! DESTROY THEM!) > 





NOW'S MY CHANCE! 


ER 7 


oox OUT 
1 TRANSFORM! 








АТ ROCK 15 PURE LODESTONE, 
A NATURAL MAGNET! HEAD FOR IT! 55 


MAGNETIC DISTURBANCE! IN 
FT OUT OF CONTROL! ya 





LODESTONE FIRST. жыр 





Go ONENEN ABOUT! THE TTD: 
MUST BE READY FOR TAKE-OFF! 


= ქმ. 




















ΤΗΕ EARTHMEN ARE ON 80 וס‎ S 


ACTIVATE ALL AUTO-SECURITY SYSTEMS! 





2 SKIPPER! 
LOOK OUT! 21 
AE i 








DOSE OF ANTIBIOT 
STAY HERE AND REST, 
HELLER. WE'LL BE BACK, Й 








THE BLASTER DISAPPEARED INTO 
ATING AS Й 
w 


THE WELL, DISINTEGR. 
yes 





47 
— JERRY PULLED HAMMER TO SAFETY — 


PREPARE TO DE 1 
DIE, EARTHMEN! " 





WITH THE SECTION PLUNGED INTO DARKNESS, THE STONEMEN FIRED BLINDLY 一 


gt 





T'S GET TO THE BRIDGE, BEN. 
UT WATCH OUT FOR TRAPS! 





4 


YOU HAVE KILLED ALL BUT THREE OF US, 
CAPTAIN, AND AS YOU HAVE OUR κ 
BLASTERS WE CANNOT SAVE 








51 


227) Пы) IA 


= 一 წ) IN 30 CHRONONS ΤΗΕ SHIP WILL EXPLODE. = 
HOWEVER, IF YOU GIVE UP YOUR WEAPON 1 人 
WILL ENTER THE COUNTERMAND CODE. | 
PROMISE YOU WILL BE SPARED. 


BĘ \ 
ны 


Y 


à 
J 





7 

! => 
₪ 
=) 







< | 4 
N ТҮЦ KEEP 
OUR FRIENDS COVERED! 
N, CAN YOU DISCONNECT 
THE DESTRUCT CIRCUIT? Ч, C 
ЖАҒЫ 
2 





m + 
ДА THIS CIRCUITRY SEEMS TO WORK ON SOME 
ШК KIND OF LASER-OPTICS PRINCIPLE 
ממ‎ 








NOW YOU CAN FLY US 


BACK TO SPACEBASE 5. 














56 
CREWMAN HELLER WAS BROUGHT TO THE MEDCENTRE 一 
Аб Шча 


К YOU'LL BE FINE, HELLER. NOW LIE ta 
HERE AND REST. WE ARE GOING 2 
CL TO FIX THESE STONEMEN ONCE E... [27 
AND FOR ALL. ლულა, 










CAN YOU FLY TH 
SHIP, SKIPPER? 


= A 
U/ ( WELL, IT CERTAINLY ISN'T OF TERRAN ORIGIN, 
T SEEMS TO BE BASED ON 


NAVIGATION SYSTEM LINKED TO A COMPUTER } = E 
UE CONTROLLED POWER DRIVE. EA 
Por pe 








BEING VAGUELY LIKE SOMETHING HE N 
[REMEMBERED FROM PILOT SCHOOL, JERRY 
ISAT IN THE CONTROL SEAT AND HOPED 


HOLD ON, BEN! ITS NOW OR 
NEVER! FIRING MAIN THRUSTERS 


THE CRAFT INSTANTANEOUSLY WARPED INTO 
Е 5 


SPACE, o 


PREPROGRAMMED—WE CAN'T 
CHANGE COURSE, AND AS FAR AS 
| CAN MAKE OUT, WE'RE HEADING. 

FOR THE STONEMEN'S WORLD. 





II TOOK ONLY A FEW SPACIALS סד‎ CROSS THE VAST GULF TO THE UNKNOWN 


Ba > 


PLANET OF THE MURDEROUS STONEMEN.' 2 - 


нь: 


WELL, THIS IS IT 
ARE WE GOING TO ЕХ! 





HOW LONG WOULD זו‎ TAKE YOU TO 
DEPROGRAMME THE COMPUTER? κά 


WIPING AND REPROGRAMMING . . . 
[ [ABOUT AN HOUR! WHY? 








THESE STONEMEN MUST USE SOME PEN SO IF WE CAN REDUCE THE 
FORM OF HEAT EXCHANGE TO TEMPERATURE ENOUGH, 
TRANSFORM — THAT ONE WE 2 

FOUND IN FREEZING SPACE WAS Ж რ 


MUST AUTOMATICALLY HIBERNATE 
BELOW CERTAIN TEMPERATURES. 





ΤΗΕ TWO WORKED AT THEIR DESPERATE PLAN AS ΤΗΕ STONEMEN ATTEMPTED TO GAIN ENTRY 
"SO წ 
Laa ees IF > т 





AS HAMMER REPROGRAMMED ΤΗΕ COMPUTER, JERRY FOUGHT OFF THE DETERMINED ATTACKS 
: "i. . 77. 


АТ LEAST IT'S GETTING COLDER... 
BUT WILL IT GET COLD ENOUGH? 





BUT THE LOWERING OF THE TEMPERATURE DID INDUCE SLUGGISHNESS — 





GRADUALLY THE CRAFT LIFTED. 





М Neo IF ο 
EQ > ZA 


va 


THE THREE SURVIVORS AND THEIR PRISONERS WARPED ΤΗΕ LIGHTWAYS TO EARTH, LEAVING 
75%” BEHIND A SLEEPING, BUT NOT DEAD, PLANET. A 1. Ў 
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Majors James Alton McDivitt, 35, right, and Edward Higgins 
White, 34, of the USAF were launched aboard Gemini 4 on 
June 3, 1965. A 4 day 1 hr. 56 min. 31 sec. mission ensued 
during which White became the first American to walk in 
space. He died in the Apollo 1 spacecraft fire on January 27, 
1967. McDivitt commanded Apollo 9, launched on March З. 
1969 and lasting 10 days 1 hr. 0 min. 53 sec. He is now Senior 
Vice President in a large American firm 











